
Deer Hill Foundation
Information about Financial Aid Request

Greetings from Southwest Colorado. We at the Deer Hill Foundation (DHF) are glad that you are 
interested in our programs and are pleased to help you with your request for financial aid.   The 
non-profit Deer Hill Foundation was started in 1998 to provide financial aid to young people who 
could benefit from a Deer Hill Expeditions (DHE) program but cannot afford the full cost. DHF 
grants now reduce tuition costs for 25% DHE’s summer program participants. Here are some 
important things to keep in mind when you apply to the Foundation:  

1) Financial aid is available for tuition only. You will have other costs such as personal items, the 
DHE Store fee (see below), and round trip transportation to and from your home to the Durango 
Airport or DHE’s Basecamp in Mancos, Colorado.  

2) You’ll need special personal gear and clothing to live in the wilderness or on a service project. 
You will be responsible for certain personal items such as footwear and some items of clothing. 
The DHE Store offers a package, which contains the other items that you will need at a deep 
discount of $250. This package is described in detail in the Program Information Packet (PIP) that 
we will send you after you are accepted into a program.   

3) The DHF Board of Trustees wishes to support as many deserving candidates as possible. 
Full scholarships are rare. When you fill out the DHF application, you will see that we ask you to 
identify additional sources of funding such as family friends, relatives, and local businesses and 
nonprofits. If you have a part-time job, perhaps you can save some of your earnings, or your 
employer might be willing to contribute towards your tuition. These are just a few ideas. Your 
efforts toward making a personal contribution demonstrate your desire to attend a DHE program.  

4) Financial aid is based on the merits of an application and financial need. We ask that you 
include with your application a copy of your parent(s)’ most current 1040 tax return.  If they file 
separately, we will need both of their returns.

5) Do not send any money at this time. We will contact you soon as soon as your application is 
complete. If your application is successful, we will send you information to help you prepare for 
your program, including payment details.   

6) You are in competition with many students seeking financial aid. Submit your application as 
soon as you can. There is a checklist on the Application for Financial Aid that will remind you of 
what you need to send in to complete your application.  If you have any questions, please call the 
DHE Basecamp at 970.533.7492 or 800.533.7221. You can also contact us via email at 
suzanne@deerhillexpeditions.com. We look forward to hearing from you soon.  

Sincerely, 

Douglas D. Capelin 
Executive Director






